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payment through lira imount deposit acceptor 40QA to be 
credited to the music studio. Alternatively, the customer can 
download financial data onto a diskette inserted into the 
re id- write drive 400D. Additionally, the customer may 
audition live through the camera 423 and the microphone 
422 for TV commercial or movie studio. 

In a further ernbodiment, with music from a website, the 
customer may sing using the lyrics tppearing on the monitor 
424, through the microphone 422, ind may simultaneously 
download the whole performance onto a compact disc or 
diskette using the read-write drive 400D. The customer may 
take the recorded performance and walk away or may have 
the option to transmit the performance to a website that 
participates in accepting cn-onc live performan c e s for audi- 
tion and promotional cosxmorcials. 

As set north above, the present invention makes, it possible 
for the customer to select the desired merchandise by 
operating in accordance with the contents of a display and 
sffiuluneously accessing websites or homepages by oper- 
ating the input means in accordance with the contents of the 
dispUy. Additionally, the customer may download informa- 
tion from websites and may perform live for the websites 
which can be recorded. As a result, the vending machine 
door of the present invention can be used to attract greater 
patronage than previous devices. The invention also benefits 
consumers by providing more access to information and also 
to provide two-way interactive communication functions. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A vending machine for sale of items selected by a 
customer, said vending machine including a door for retro- 
fitting an existing vending machine, said door comprising: 
& storage unit fo restoring a plurality of items for sale and 



a dispensing 
said storage 
a selector device 

for sale by a 
a payment-control 
amount of pay 
actuating said 
is received to dis 
a co mp uter assets! 
pensing unit, set 
device and having 

connected to and 
automatically De- 
selected internet 



i for dispensing the items from 



information obtained 
video screen for 
outer assembly further 
means for enabling a 
computer. 

2. The vending machine of 
said communication netwo 

said computer assembly 
line connection for conne 
_ internet site. 

3. The vending machine of 
said computer comprises so: 



selecting one or more of said items 
tomer, 

for receiving and detecting an 
tired for sale of an item and for 
v mechanism when a payment 
a selected item; and 

to said storage and dis- 
device and payment control 
imputer, video display screen and 
' , whereby said computer is 
by said selector device for 
_ said computer to a prc- 
and automatically displaying 



ibly 



_ said internet site on said 
by the customer, said com- 
hiding customer actuating 
;r to interface with said 

1 1. wherein 
t comprises a modem and 
er includes a telephone 
I said computer to said 

1, wherein 
i for selectively connect- 



ing said computer to a plurality of different internet site 
and being connected to said selector means for auto 
matically connecting said computer to a specific inter 

net site in response to a selectedutem. — . 

4. The vending machine of claim 1, said computer assem- 
bly further comprising 
data storage means connected to said \seleclor device for 
displaying selected stored inform iiiAn in response to i 
selection of items by a customer. 
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i from said data storage means at 
r machine. 

tof cUimS, toxttercoopriwnga 
s audio signal*, where said daU 
i signals to said video screen and 
1 ^information from said data 



r machine 



s of X, said computer further 

trackball far operating said 
'■\ computer to an interest site 



pater displays 
idle times at said 

6. The vending 
speaker for oroadeatf 
storage moans transffl- , 
speaker to display advei 
storage means. 

7. The vending 
comprising 

oser operated keypad 
computer to connect 
selected by said 

g. The vending mai 

including 

speakers for roceiving 
internet site. 

9, The vending machine o: 
comprising 

an uuqo display device, a 

puter further comprises 
a camera and video record 

image of said customer. 
11. The vending machine of 
puter further comprises 
& central control unit for in ai 
internet site; 



mer. 

if H«im 1, said computer further 
transmissions from said 
1 1, said computer further 



ft claim: 



audio 



thone and audio record- 
by said customer* 



device far recording an 
linrl, wherein said com- 
.visual connection to an 



a transmission unit for tnmsmining 4 audio-visual signal 

from said computer to said interne 
a receiving unit for receiving audio' 

said internet site; and 
a recording unit for recording and 

visual signals. 
12. Adoor for retrofitting an existing ve 
sale of items selected by a customer, said 
a~sto«ge unit for storing a plurality of - 
sale and a dispensing mechanism I 
items from storage unit; 
a selector device for selecting one or mol 

for sale by the customer; 
a paymenvcontrol device for receiving m 
Amount of payment reouired for sale of 
tc ftp t jr ta said dispensing mechanism * 
is received to dispense a selected item; 
a computer assembly connected to said stoi 
pensing unit, selector device and pa 
device, and having a computer, video _ 
and a modem, whereby said computer is 
and actuated by said selector device for 
connecting said computer to a pre-setected 
and automatically displaying in ^f in ^ 
ftom said internet address on said video 
viewing by the customer. 



signals from 
ig said audio- 
machine for 
ir comprising: 

. items for 

dispensing the 

• of said items 

detecting an 
item and for 
:d a payment 



Lga and dis- 
>nt control 
ilay screen 
lonected to 
lmatically 
smet site 
obtained 
:n for 



a 
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13. A method of providing access to the internet via a vending machine, said method 
D providing amending machine: 

2) providing a computer associated with the v ending machine: 

2) providing meansVo access the internet, said means comprising at least one of 

inserting money or credit card information into the vending machine and customer input of data to 

the computer. 

14. The method of claim 13, including providing said computer with a modem. 

15. The method of claim 1 3 wherem said means for customer input is a keyboard. 
|s JiL The method of claim 1 3, including providing at least one of audio, video and multi- 

;;o media capabilities associated with the vending madftme 



Cfl ii The method of claim 1 3. wherein said rffccess to the internet is effected bv inserting 

ru \ 

itf coin T currency or credit card information into said vending machine. 

18. The method of claim 1 3 r wherein said access includes providing means for two-wav 



fy interactive visual communications by a customer with the internet. 

□ \ 

19. The method of claim 1,3 r further including the step of providing means to allow the 

customer to download data T audio or video information from the internet and take it away from the 
vending machine in the form of magnetic or optical storage media. 

20. The method of claim 1 3 T including providing the vending machine with a camera. 

21. The method of claim 1 3. wherein the step of providing\aid vendinp mach i ne is in 
the form of an existing vending machine. 

22. The method of claim 1 3 T wherein a customer may transmit data on the internet from 
the customer's own magnetic or optical storage mediums insertable into driyes in the vend ing 



ru 



ru 
a 




machine. 

\ 

22u The method of claim 1 3 t where said computer also controls various components of 
the vending machine, in addition to internet access. 

24. The method of claim 13 T further including pro viding at l east one of telephone, cahle 
or satellite communications on said vending machine. 



2JL The method ofclairVi 1 3 t further including providing a microphone on the vending 
machine. 

2£L A method of attracting greater patronage to a vending machine, said method 
comprising 

associating means for internet access with said vending machine. 
2JL The method of claim 26 r wherein at least part of said means is located on a door of 
the vending machine. 

2iL The method o f claim 26, w herein the means for internet access displays at least one 

\ 

of informational, entertainment or advertising when a patron is not accessing the internet. 

2JL A method of manufacturing vending machines where in a vending machine is 



provided to dispense an article to he purchased by\a consumer, the improvement comprising 
incorporating an interactive consumer accessible internet communication system into the vending 
machine. 

1£L A vending machine produced by the method\of claim 29. 




